UNMARRIED PARTNER HOUSEHOLDS
IN THE UNITED STATES:
DESCRIPTION AND TRENDS: 2000 TO 2003

by Diana B. Elliott
University of Maryland, College Park
Department of Sociology

and

Jane Lawler Dye
Population Division
U.S. Census Bureau

For presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Population Association of
America,
Philadelphia, PA, March 31- April 2, 2005.

This paper reports the results of research and analysis undertaken by the U.S. Census
Bureau staff. It has undergone a Census Bureau review more limited in scope than that
given to official Census Bureau publications. This report is released to inform interested
parties of ongoing research and to encourage discussion of work in progress.

USCENSUSBUREAU

Helping You Make Informed Decisions



Abstract

“Unmarried Partner Households in the United States: Description and Trends
2000 to 2003~

Diana B. Elliott
University of Maryland, College Park
Department of Sociology
and
Jane Lawler Dye
Population Division
U.S. Census Bureau

Unmarried-partner households now number over 5 million in the U.S., yet few
demographic descriptions exist about such households. This poster provides a
demographic overview of these households and how they compare to other households in
the U.S. Using the American Community Survey (ACS) data from 2000 to 2003, we
analyze both opposite-sex unmarried partner households, and same-sex unmarried partner
households over time, by state and metropolitan area, by cross-partner characteristics, and
by household economic factors. We also compare these households to married-couple
households to provide a demographic context for further study. Findings suggest that
unmarried-partner households look very similar to married-couple households except on
age-related indicators like income and education. Opposite sex unmarried partners tend to
be younger than same-sex unmarried partners. These age differences may influence
socio-economic differences among unmarried-partner households.
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Table 1 cont... Married-Couple and Unmarried-Partner Households for the United States by State and Select Cities: 2003

Universe: Houscholds

Households

Coupled households

Total Married-couple households Unmarried-partner households
Opposite-sex unmarried
Total partner households Same-sex unmarried-partner households
Male partners Female partners
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
North Carolina 3,270,874 1,805,160, 55.2 1,654,832 50.6 150,328 4.6 129,821 4.0 9,226 03 11,281 0.3
North Dakota 254,464 143,687, 56.5 132,668 52.1 11,019 43 10,216 4.0 366 0.1 437 0.2
Ohio 4,480,620 2,473,068 55.2 2,258,781 50.4 214,287 4.8 192,752 43 10,088 0.2 11,447 0.3
Oklahoma 1,341,446 755,610 56.3 698,671 52.1 56,939 42 51,224 3.8 3,668 0.3 2,047 0.2
Oregon 1,409,384 795,725 56.5 708,568, 50.3 87,157 6.2 75,455 5.4 5,701 0.4 6,001 0.4
Pennsylvania 4,800,945 2,623,122 54.6 2,370,017 49.4 253,105 5.3 222,363 4.6 16,951 0.4 13,791 0.3
Rhode Island 411,579 215,369 52.3 192,899 46.9 22,470 5.5 19,807 4.8 1,158 0.3 1,505 0.4
South Carolina 1,567,807 848,986 54.2 782,834 499 66,152 42 55,666 3.6 6,193 04 4,293 0.3
South Dakota 299,280 174,872 58.4 162,805 54.4 12,067 4.0 10,738 3.6 772 0.3 557 0.2
Tennessee 2,295,713 1,264,088 55.1 1,162,822 50.7 101,266 4.4 90,267 39 5,189 0.2 5,810 0.3
Texas 7,634,928 4,381,225 57.4 4,048,844 53.0 332,381 4.4 286,885 3.8 23,059 0.3 22,437 0.3
Utah 752,030 496,642 66.0 469,303 62.4 27,339 3.6 21,999 29 3,871 0.5 1,469 0.2
Vermont 242,048 141,769 58.6 121,881 50.4 19,888 8.2 17,065 7.1 1,278 0.5 1,545 0.6
Virginia 2,790,296 1,582,402 56.7 1,445,684 51.8 136,718 4.9 118,287 42 9,576 0.3 8,855 0.3
Washington 2,382,315 1,322,310 55.5 1,172,949 49.2 149,361 6.3 129,101 5.4 8,515 0.4 11,745 0.5
West Virginia 731,675 414,115 56.6 378,348 517 35,767 49 32,760 4.5 1,345 0.2 1,662 0.2
Wisconsin 2,159,085 1,249,672 579 1,112,902 51.5 136,770, 6.3 122,269 5.7 6,122 0.3 8,379 0.4
Wyoming 198,788 118,850 59.8 107,941 54.3 10,909 5.5 10,141 5.1 485 0.2 283 0.1

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2003.
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Table 3 cont... Male Same Sex Unmarried-Partner Households for the United States by State and Select Cities: 2000 to 2003

Universe: Households

2000 to
2000 2001 2002 2003 2003
Male Sanie Sex Unmarsied 4 year
Partner Households Male Same Sex Unmarried- Male Same Sex Unmarried- Male Same Sex Unmarried- average of
Partner Houscholds Partmer Households Partner Households percents
Percent of all Totall Percent of all Percent of all Percent of all
Total householdsy  Number houscholds] households Number houscholds] Total households] Number households] Total households) Number households]

In Top 25 MSA
Atlanta, GA 1,498,011 8,166 0.55 1,558,384 6,606 0.42 1,579,924 7,431 0.47 1,631,984 8,537 0.52 0.49
Baltimore, MD 950,579 4,010 0.42 959,866 1,422 0.15 960,021 3,777 0.39 969,272 4,216 0.43 0.35
Boston, MA 1,310,855 5,507 0.42 1,330,003 3,987 0.30 1,303,824 4,434 0.34 1,299,196 4,924 0.38 0.36
Chicago, IL 2,938,984 11,943 0.41 2,978,253 10,187 0.34 3,005,574 8,760 0.29 3,001,517 9,509 0.32 0.34
Cincinnati, OH 615,927 1,924 0.31 611,189 1,098 0.18 612,347 1,204 0.20 628,257 1,052 0.17 0.21
Cleveland, OH 882,435 1,884 0.21 893,710 2,480 0.28 892,435 1,683 0.19 893,279 1,77t 0.20 0.22
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 1,271,043 6,618 0.52 1,295,996 5,364 0.41 1,315,047 7,222 0.55 1,328,255 5,736 0.43 0.48
Denver, CO 818,808 2,657 0.32 844,047 2,934 0.35 866,664 2,537 0.29 866,600 2,952 0.34 0.33
Detroit, Ml 1,686,688 4,155 0.25 1,686,756 3,257 0.19 1,694,248 2,799 0.17 1,705,118 5,341 0.31 0.23
Houston, TX 1,432,694 5,602 0.39 1,475,698 3,538 0.24 1,501,076 4,017 0.27 1,515,971 4,021 0.27 0.29
Los Angeles, CA 3,081,188 12,877 0.42 3,129,610 13,332 0.43 3,145,440 14,410 0.46 3,169,909 14,562 0.46 0.44
Miami, FL 760,019 3,084 0.41 775,070 1,944 0.25 784,063 2,936 0.37 785,773 3,534 0.45 0.37
Minneapolis, MN 1,094,451 6,431 0.59 1,118,969 3,598 0.32 1,127,432 6,386 0.57 1,139,669 4,954 0.43 0.48
New York, NY 3,424,940 12,590 0.37 3,427,096 13,841 0.40 3,442,787 9,843 0.29 3,482,022 13,531 0.39 0.36
Philadelphia, PA 1,890,230 7,736 0.41 1,911,020 5,261 0.28 1,942,198 5,996 0.31 1,934,463 7,739 0.40 0.35
Phoenix, AZ 1,262,047 6,025 0.48 1,281,719 4,542 0.35 1,335,767 5,330 0.40 1,367,819 8,179 0.60 0.46
Pittsburgh, PA 954,542 2,557 0.27 961,446 1,642 0.17 962,525 2,339 0.24 963,452 4,119 0.43 0.28
Portland, OR 701,270 3,793 0.54 713,405 3,138 0.44 728,384 2,688 0.37 723,904 3,299 0.46 0.45
Riverside, CA 1,035,224 4335 0.42 1,057,210 4,046 0.38 1,115,031 3,502 031 1,143,307 5,562 0.49 0.40
St. Louis, MO 1,005,820 2,009 0.20 1,013,991 2,651 0.26 1,009,869 2,259 0.22 1,036,030 3,144 0.30 0.25
San Diego, CA 997,379 4,520 0.45 991,776 4,030 0.41 1,008,680 2,302 0.23 1,015,791 4,640 0.46 0.39
San Francisco, CA 676,259 7,726 .14 671,639 7,028 1.05 673,261 6,803 1.01 671,752 7,502 1.12 1.08
Seattle, WA 957,516 6,516 0.68 987,181 3,912 0.40 988,644 5,483 0.55 991,214 4,798 0.48 0.53
Tampa-St. Pete, FL 1,006,895 3,999 0.40 1,020,107 4,020 0.39 1,045,009 5,239 0.50 1,048,262 3,250 0.31 0.40
Washington, DC 1,853,782 12,007 0.65 1,903,251 8,658 0.45 1,932,814 10,475 0.54 1,976,580 8,904 0.45 0.52

MSA Pearson correlations

2000-2001 correlation 0.86

2001-2002 correlation 0.82

2002-2003 correlation 0.82

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2000 to 2003

Page 3of 3




£ 4o | abeg

brat 670 16L°¢1 SP6'008°Y 670 676°¢1 6LT'1T8'Y wo 885°01 LBT'SSL'Y 0z’0 vTs'6 L8Y'SILY elueA[Asuudg
o (34 100°9 P8E6OY'1 1v°0 P6L'S £EV 601" 840 9L9°9 8EEY6E'] wo 708°S 9TTYLE ] uosaI
810 S1°0 LYO'T I Ve 170 S9L'T 169°8€€°] 070 86T 01E°LIE] sto 1261 LES'SIET ewoyeQ
€20 9C0 vyl 029'081'y 070 PL6'8 LOE'LYY'Y sTo 6v6°01 SILTSY'Y €00 9LT01 TITeE Y oo
9To L10 Ley POV yST LT0 L69 689'VST wo S08 AN 74 LTo 999 9'6re BjojR( HON
670 yeo 18T°11 vL8OLT'E 970 L1¥'8 LYYLOT'E 620 Iv€'6 LSL161°E LT0 vTe's 6L6°€80°¢ BULOLE]) YHON
g0 A1) 5L 90L'8II'L §TOo 00S°L1 91S°090°L LTO 1rel TET'8SO'L 9¢0 S22y S65°800°L HHoX MaN
¥eo L0 ¥ST'€ 880869 610 8Tl 1€6'189 1o LSO'T 0€Y'599 6£°0 795°C 6L6°199 OOIXBN MAN
90 €20 yeEOL A3 4AN 170 0LY*9 876'180°¢ STO IY9°L $T6°080°¢ yeo 1€€°01 9r0°€L0°c Aastaf maN
€6 360 v68'l 86'T6Y 970 6vT°1 £06'S8Y 0£°0 £5v°1 S68°T8Y 080 LYl 91v'0LY anysduiey moN
Brai €20 S8LT 819°€€8 870 897°C £L0'808 L10 [Z4 T1L°€8L £T°0 €ELT 0¥0'9vL BPLAON
07’0 o £05°1 ULYSLY 810 681°1 6S1°LL9 1484 L06 LTTLY9 970 147! LLSE99 BASBIQIN
970 S0 6971 789°59¢ 670 vS0°1 96T°LSE €10 [£}4 (7949 820 800°1 TIE09¢ EUBIUON
L0 LTO 0979 £99°V87°T LT0 £L6°S ¥09'75T'T wo £81°L LTBLYTT 1zo SILY v19°S€T°T Hnossipy
91°¢ 910 7991 165°650°1 y1'0 vov'1 YTE'LYO'] L1°0 98L'1 899°L¥0°1 L0 98L°1 8¥E'620'1 1ddississi
8T°¢ yeo 8189 007710°C 0To 96°€ yTsT66°1 0¢£0 $00°9 £TE°6L6°1 LT0 96T°S 9TK'LEG ] BJOSOUUI
ST0 670 9zE11 180v88°c 610 LST'L SE9PY8'E LTO zIgot $S6'7€8°E 0 rel'e LyL‘808°€ LA IRV
wo 6£°0 8EV'6 176'SEV'T €0 ¥8€°01 9LTTEY'T LEO 8€0°6 6€T'ESHT IS0 Wil £68°60°C SHISNYORSSEIN
G0 LED 655°L £L08¥0°C STO LOIS £9¥°610°C 0£’0 (44N’ I9'ET10°T 670 88L'S T18'9L6'1 puejfiepy
6870 Sy0 LTv'e [43593Y §41] L61°T y61'9€8 wo 07T L1687 870 6LV 101°€Z¢ suepy
o SE0 LLB'S L1L°TL9T 910 865°C LL8V99°T 0o 126°1 £0L°999°1 9¢0 606°S 119°659°1 EUEISINGO]
970 0¢'0 1£8'% STT'LOY'L 810 SE6°C 61£°665°L €0 8L9°C 91L°€88 1 €0 ST8'Yy 9TE'8LS Y Lppnuoy
9T0 o 12394 009°850°1 €To L99°T 968°950°1 0 pES'E £01°0¥0°1 £C°0 e 0€6°SE0°1 sesues|
870 yT0 LEL'T 8108511 €0 079°C (21294 8! STo weT 1293340 oo CBSY 16T 1711 BMO|
wo £C0 6£8°L SECT0SET £e’0 £L9°L 08LSPE'T 67°0 Sp89 69L'8EE'T €0 £€9°L 0€1°10€°C euelpuj
Bral] 970 981°C1 999%79'y 970 610°C1 L99°LT9Y 170 £1¢°6 12€0097 870 9494 LEEOVS'Y stouyjjf
LT 610 LL6 SP1e0s 170 L66] TE0'68Y 870 £8¢°1 91v'98% 170 066 LYL'89Y oyepy
976 ST0 8r0°1 Ivy'6ly [4%4] (2281 6LY'STY 970 £90°1 LY9' 11 070 6L ¥78°98¢ Hemer]
sT0 LE0 85S°11 129°CS1°E vio 0EY'y 8ST'8LOE 170 €5€°9 £96°970°¢ 8T0 661°8 T69°9v6°C ei31000)
LTo 120 8LL0T ¥98°LE9°9 Yo 079°s1 £€L°895°9 £C0 £LS'Y1 0TETEY'9 0£'0 £96°81 $68°687°9 EPLIOL]
£€°0 o 620°1 699°9%C 870 89 S60°THT 87°0 789 ¥90°€¥T €0 L8L 66°€YT BIQUINGO) 3O PUISIA
870 £€°0 8001 06L°€0¢ ¥T0 STL S0T°90€ 910 8Ly ySL96T 340 70Tl £91°567 ateae(o(
S€0 w0 €97y 6EE°€TE T £L0 9Ty 816°50€°1 wo €LY'S 06v°T6T°1 1£°0 SO0y 19L°067°1 mansduLo’
it 6£°0 €S1°L 81€'128'1 Ivo Iy'L 111°708°1 S0 6v1°9 PERESLT 90 968°L 9TSTOL OpEIOjO))
wo ye0 08L6€ 96L°958°T1 670 LSOVE LLY'SOL 1Y 0€0 111°6¢€ 8T6°16S 11 £6°0 ST0°8¢ 89€'68€'11 eluwiojije’y
LY 810 £96°1 816°6L0°1 €10 [Sea LLYT90°1 S0 [¥4! S8L'SPO'L w@o LLTT £95°200°1 Sesuezly
1£°0 Ly0 S0L'6 £16°8¥0°T 170 Ty 9IEYI0T ST0 8€8Y 8PP Ov6'l (A1) ¥90°9 607161 euozly
wo S0 [44% £2E°6TT 810 ey YLY'STT LE0 908 olr‘oze 070 ovy L09°7TT BYSEY
81°0 0zo 9¢5°€E SIYEpLl 910 0€L'T £68°67L1 9T'0 LSY'Y 9EL6EL] 110 PI8°1 899°97L°1 elueqely
3jels
870 1£°0 £L5'8EE 905°61°801 1570 00L°59T 8L8°99€°'L01  |LTO 079°$82 LS8BTV 901 [6T°0 €11°L0€ 700°618'101 SIJE}S payuf)
spioyasnoy  Loquinyy Sployosnoy spjoyosnoy  Haquinny sployasnoy spioyssnoy  psquinn spioyasnoy spjoyasnoy  fdaquiny Spjoyosnoy
1 Jo usdiag [e10 L 118 JO Juasiag o], |1 J0 Jud01ag [e10], [Ie Jo JuadI10] B0y,
syuasiad SPIOYasNOY 1oued SP{OYasno}y Jouned spjoyasnol] Isuyeq
30 98eavar | -polliewiu] Xag Jluey o[BS ] -POLLITUILY) XOS WIS S[EL] -PSLLBLIU[Y XOS SWES S[Bils] SP|OYasnOY Ioupe
ek p : -POLLBUIU(Y X3S JWeS ojBWWa]
€007 £002 7007 1002 0007
03 DU0T

€007 03 000T

SPIOYosSnOf (oSIoAIUY

:5911) 193138 PUE RIS A( “Sa}e]S Pajiuf) 943 10 SPIOYISUOH 13U} Ie J-PILiIgiiuf) Xag WS I[BW p djqe]




Tabie 4 cont... Female Same Sex Unmarried-Partner Households for the United States, by State and Select Cities: 2000 to 2003

Universe: Houscholds

2000 to
2000 2001 2002 2003 2003
Female Same Sex Unmarried- 4 year
Pariner Households Female Same Sex Unmarried- Female Same Sex Unmarried- Female Same Sex Unmarried-] average of
Partner Households Partner Households Partner Houscholds percents
Total Percent of all Total Percent of all Total] Percent of all Total Percent of all
households) Numbe; houscholds households Number]  households| households| Number houscholds households Number houscholds

Rhode Island 406,657 1,397 0.34 405,935 1,523 0.38 408,272 1,632 0.40 411,579 1,505 0.37 0.37
South Carolina 1,502,707 3,048 0.20 1,538,838 3,505 0.23 1,563,144 3,314 0.21 1,567,807 4,293 0.27 0.23
South Dakota 285,961 596 0.21 289,671 498 0.17 291,851 390 0.13 299,280 557 0.19 0.18
Tennessee 2,218,990 3,122 0.14 2,267,880 4,621 0.20 2,257,080 5,118 0.23 2,295,713 5,810 0.25 0.21
Texas 7,331,528 19,796 0.27 7,487,339 19,166 0.26 7,521,712 16,854 0.22 7,634,928 22,437 0.29 0.26
Utah 710,195 1,956 0.28 730,695 3,011 0.41 744,627 312 0.04 752,030 1,469 0.20 0.23
Vermont 239,709 897 0.37 244,855 756 0.31 242,201 1,114 0.46 242,048 1,545 0.64 0.45
Virginia 2,676,333 8,831 0.33 2,729,881 7,869 0.29 2,773,044 4,259 0.15 2,790,296 8,855 0.32 0.27
Washington 2,277,698 8,780 0.39 2,323,138 8913 0.38 2,358,892 8,329 0.35 2,382,315 11,745 0.49 0.40
West Virginia 719,999 2,307 0.32 718,360 666 0.09 719,655 1,201 0.17 731,675 1,662 0.23 0.20
Wisconsin 2,086,203 5,854 0.28 2,104,712 7,035 0.33 2,142,645 5,145 0.24 2,159,085 8,379 0.39 0.31
Wyoming 191,903 449 0.23 194,006 287 0.15 199,848 299 0.15 198,788 283 0.14 0.17

State Pearson vorrelations of percentages

2000-2001 correlation 0.34

2001-2002 correlation 0.51

2002-2003 correlation 0.55

Page 2 of 3
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Tables 5a to 5e: Opposite Sex Unmarried-Partner Households, Selected Demographic Characteristics of Householders and Partners,

2603

Universe: Households

Table 5a: Race

Numbers

Percents

Race of Partner

Race of Partner

Black or ot
Black Afri her Tace or
Type of Household and Race of Householder o o Other Bmm o.H dmmﬂ race
African race combination American binati
White alone |American alone White alone alone combrnation

Married householder

White alone 44,525,853 204,529 1,244,768 81.4 04 2.3

Black or African American alone 175,083 3,402,385 94,164 0.3 6.2 0.2

Other race or race combination 864,729 76,628 4,103,466 1.6 0.1 7.5
Opposite sex householder

White alone 3,487,107 82,945 185,660 71.6 1.7 3.8

Black or African American alone 61,076 519,677 18,983 1.3 10.7 0.4

Other race or race combination 156,105 26,949 331,577 32 0.6 6.8
Same sex householder - Male

White alone 285,039 7,395 13,161 78.5 2.0 3.6

Black or African American alone 2,341 22,702 1,392 0.6 6.3 0.4

Other race or race combination 7,793 1316 22,002 21 04 6.1
Same sex householder - Female

White alone 259,769 5,240 11,400 76.7 1.5 34

Black or African American alone 2,890 28,658 1,846 0.9 8.5 0.5

Other race or race combination 8,496 248 19,986 25 01 59

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2003.
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Tables 5a to 5e: Opposite Sex Unmarried-Partner Households, Selected Demographic Characteristics of Householders and Partners,

2003
Universe: Households

Table S5¢: Age

Numbers

Percents

Age of Partner

Age of Partner

Type of Household and Age of
Householder 65 and
Under 30 30 to 44 45 to 64 65 and older | Under 30] 30to 44 | 45to 64 older
Married householder v
Under 30 3,746,025 1,115,021 31,870 2,498 6.8 2.0 0.1 0.0
30 to 44 1,688,709 14,694,037 2,057,131 19,862 3.1 26.9 3.8 0.0
45 to 64 67,376 3,376,997 17,603,804 896,489 0.1 6.2 32.2 1.6
65 and older 6,319 46,625 2,072,595 7,266,247 0.0 0.1 3.8 13.3
Opposite sex householder
Under 30 1,535,466 323,465 9,616 632 31.5 6.6 0.2 0.0
30 to 44 429,198 1,150,230 237,957 2,982 8.8 23.6 4.9 0.1
45 to 64 15,519 290,674 640,336 52,258 0.3 6.0 13.1 1.1
65 and older 825 7,751 67,646 105,524 0.0 0.2 1.4 2.2
Same sex householder - Male
Under 30 30,626 6,195 1,756 - 8.4 1.7 0.5 0.0
30 to 44 21,966 94,877 19,179 - 6.0 26.1 53 0.0
45 to 64 4,406 32,691 100,094 6,104 1.2 9.0 27.6 1.7
65 and older 258 1,163 14,895 28,931 0.1 0.3 4.1 8.0
Same sex householder - Female :
Under 30 29,764 16,308 928 134 8.8 4.8 0.3 0.0
30 to 44 16,622 95,917 20,311 597 4.9 28.3 6.0 0.2
45 to 64 4,206 26,813 92,759 2,267 1.2 7.9 27.4 0.7
65 and older 231 2,898 6,247 22,531 0.1 0.9 1.8 6.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2003.
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Tables 5a to Se: Opposite Sex Unmarried-Partner Households, Selected Demographic Characteristics of

Houscholders and Partners, 2003

Universe: Households

Table S5e: Marital Status

Numbers

Percents

Marital Status of Partner

Marital Status of Partner

S ted/ S ted/

Type of Household and Marital Status of o.ﬁﬁm © cpard ©
H hold Divorced/ Divorced/

ousehoider Widowed Never Married Widowed Never Married
Opposite sex householder

Separated/Divorced/Widowed 1,433,089 634,055 294 13.0

Never married 569,324 2,233,611 11.7 45.9
Same sex houscholder - Male

Separated/Divorced/Widowed 102,648 53,940 28.3 14.9

Never married 50,484 156,069 13.9 43.0
Same sex householder - Female

Separated/Divorced/Widowed 105,823 59,363 313 17.5

Never married 57,505 115,842 17.0 34.2

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2003.




